91.   HOOLIGANISM IN MADRAS
Dr, Rajan in a letter written on the 13th, the day of the hartal1
in Madras, writes:2
The Madras hartal has been thoroughly successful. The whole city
seems to be dead for the day , . . . But I never dreamt of the underlying
risks of a hartal in a great city. We had prided ourselves that the inflam-
mable parts of the city had been brought under control. ... I, Rama-
nathan and Audinarayana Ghettiar were at three or four danger spots
and averted an impending riot. It is hard to lay the blame on any parti-
cular party. The mob simply get furious at those who defy public opinion,
but yet a kind word, a gentle remonstrance from those who represent the
Gandhi party pacifies them. The sight of the armed men irritates them,
One little boy was bayonetted in his thigh in the city. So far we have
heard of no other incidents. Just as I am writing, I hear that two were
shot at near Mount Road. . . .
Lord Willingdon, the Governor, and Sir P, Thyagaraja Chetty, the
chief of the ministerial party, went in person to the Kotwal Bazaar, the
heart of the city. They promised military aid ....
Later, I went to Mount Road on foot. A Parsi cinema house
"Wellington" was the scene of the tragedy* There was a threatening crowd
in front of the cinema and there was some stone-throwing. A Parsi fired
from upstairs in the midst of the crowd. One of the crowd died on the
spot and I was told two more were injured. The crowd got excited, broke
into the theatre and smashed windows and furniture. After some time
they were brought under control and the whole of the locality is under
military guard. Cavalry and armoured cars are patrolling. This road
happens to be the route through which the Prince has to travel to and
fro. But the Prince's route has been changed, along the beach.
I am just now informed that Sir Thyagaraja Chetty is besieged in his
own house by the crowd. He did not attend the Council today when
the Prince came. ... I understand nothing has happened to his person
nor is likely to happen.
I have reproduced Dr. Rajan's letter not to congratulate
Madras on the successful hartal, but to bemoan the outbreak of
hooliganism on the day of hartal It were better if there was
no hartal and no hooliganism. It is no defence that the wanton
1 Observed to boycott the Prince of Wales' visit to Madras
2 Only excerpts reproduced here